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Elizabeth excitedly told me upon her return from 
Hawaii.  “What a beautiful place to have a 
tournament!  Mom I was awestruck!  Mom they had 
sandy white beaches!  The water is clear blue!  It 
looks nothing like California where the water is a 
blackish-greenish color!  No comparison Mom, 
Hawaii is gorgeous!  That is not a good place for a 
tournament too many distractions!”  Must I say 
more?  Look at the view from their hotel room, 
absolutely breathtaking!  Perfect example how tennis 
is most definitely a mental game!  You would think if 
you’re at this awesome site, you would do everything 
in your power to prevail.  Wouldn’t it be nice to leave 
with more than the memory of how beautiful Hawaii 
is, and also reflect on how well you did in the 
tournament?   She won one match in the main draw 
score 6-1, 6-3, loss in the first round in the 
consolation score 6-3, 3-6, tiebreak 5-10and won one 
doubles match score 9-7.  Charlie, her doubles’ 
partner had to leave early therefore, they only played 
one match. Do you need to play in a desolate 
location, where it is so unappealing your only desire 
is to win and get the heck out of there?  Why not 
embrace this opportunity and not lose sight of why 
you’re there, and that’s to play tennis.  This is not a 
vacation!  There are far more inexpensive places to 
visit in California that doesn’t cost an arm and a leg. 
  You’re on an island!  Everything is imported with 
the exception of pineapples!  Next year if she’s 
blessed enough to go, once she loses, she’s on the 
next plane out of there.  If she loses at 2pm, she 
catches the 8pm flight back to Los Angeles.   She 
must understand she cannot lose focus of why she is 
there and the purpose of going to Hawaii was to play 
the national tournament.  She was there only to play 
tennis and develop her game; nothing more.  I asked 
her, “Elizabeth if you had the opportunity to go next 
year, what would you do differently.”  She said, “Oh 
Mom, I’ll be just fine, I’m use to it now.  Almost 
need to go there a week before the tournament so 
you’re not walking around with wide open eyes and 
your mouth wide open.  That place is incredible!”  
Tennis is definitely a marathon, constantly learning 
for all of us.  Well, check out the pictures that were 
taken there, hope you enjoy them as much as 
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